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IN THE CLAIMS 

L (CiiiTently amended) A system comprising: 
aroTiter.mcludmg! 

a Sxst interfkce to cQmrnimicate with a local area network connection at_an end 
us^ computer^ 

a secoxxd mter&ce to commmiicatc with a wide area network connection at a 
distributed computer network; 
d^ection logic responsive to the first inter&ce, the detection logic to detect user 

inactivity at the end-user computer; and 
blocking logic responsive to the detection logic, the blocking logic to selectively initiate a 

blocking signal to disable coxnmunications received from at the second interface 

from being sent over the first inter&ce to the end-user computer. 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the blocking log^c sends the blockiiig signal 
in response to the detecting logic detecting the user inactivity for a selected period of time. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the selected period of thne is between one 
and ten minutes. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the selected period of time is a fixed time 

p^od. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the selected period of time is determined by 
a user of the end-user conqmter. 

6. (Currently amendecQ The system of claim 1, wherein the detection logic and the 
blocking logic is aje embedded within an auto-sensing Ethernet po rt of the router, 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein tibe wide area netwoxk is a digital subscriber 
line connection that carries authenticated point to point protocol over Ethernet session traific. 
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8. (Qiigizial) The system of claim 1, whexein the distributed compute networic is the 
Internet 

9, (OrigiTial) The system of claim 1, wherein the second interface is coupled to an 
internet service provider. 

10. (Currently amended) A method comprising: 

estabtishuag a broadband connection at routing equipment, the broadband coimectzon 
including a first local data connection between an end-user computer and the 
routing equipment and a second wide area networic data connection between the 
routing equipment and an intemet service provide; 

detecting at the routing equipmexrt that the end-user computer has been idle for an idle 
time greater than an idle time inactivity fiireshold and determining an inactivity 
event at the routing equipment; and 

initiating a blockiTig sxignal at the routing equipment to establish a blocking condition, the 
blocking signal b locking data originating from received at the routing equinment 
via the second wide area network data connection from being communicated te 
from the routing equipment to the end-user computer via the first local data 
connection to ootablish - a blocking oonditioa , 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 0, flirther comprising detecting activity from the 
end-user coxxxputer at the routing equipment. 

12, (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , fiuther comprising removing the blocking 
condition to allow communications from the second wide area data connection to be seat to the 
first local data connection^ 

13, (Original) The method of claim 12, finlher con^sing allowing data 
communications from the first local data connection to be communicated to the second wide area 
data connection. 
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14. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the first local data connection is an 
Ethernet connection. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the second wide area data connection is 
a point to point over Ethernet session. 

16, (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the idle time inactivity threshold is a 
fixed threshold defining a fixed amount of idle time. 

1 7, (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the idle time activity threshold is a 
programmable threshold. 

IS. (Original) The method of claim 17^ iiirflier comprising receiving us^ defined idle 
time information and modifemg the idle time inactivity threshold based on the user defined idle 
time information, 

19. (Currently amended) A mediod of routing data at digital subscriber line routing 
equipment, die method comprising: 

establishing a first portion of a digital subscriber line connection at digital subscriber line 
routing eouinment^ the first portion of the digital subscriber line connection 
including a local Ethernet data connection between an end-user conxputer and the 
digital subscriber line routing equipment, the first portion of the digital subscriber 
line connection terminating at a first port of the digital subscriber line routing 
equipment 

establishing a second portion of the digital subs<aiber line connection, the second portion 
of the digital subscriber line connection including a wide area data 
connection between the digital subscriber line routing equipment and internet 
service provide eqxiipment, the second portion of the digital subscriber line 
connection tenninatiDg at a second port of the digital subscriber line routing 
equipment; 
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detecting at the first port of the digital subscriber liae routing equipment an indication 
that the end-user computer has been idle for an idle time greater than an idle time 
ix)iactivity threshold; and 

during a first period of time, initiating a blocking signal at the digital subscriber line 
routing eoui pment the blocking signal b locking data received from the second 
port of the digital subscribe' line routing equipment fiiom being communicated by 
the first port of the digital subscriber line routing equipment. 

20. (Original) Hie method of claim 19, further comprising, during a second period of 
time after the first period of time, detecting activity at the first port of the digital subscriber line 
routing equipment indicating activity at the end-user computer and communicating data received 
at the second port of the digital subscriber line routing equipment to the first port of the digital 
subscriber line routing equipment and to the end-user computer. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 20, wherdn flie idle time inactivity threshold is a 
fixed threshold defining a fixed amotmt of idle time. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 20, wherdn ttie idle time inactivity threshold is a 
programmable threshold, 

23. (Currently amended) A syst^ comprising: 

a router, including: 

a first interfece to a local area network, said local area network comprising a 

plurality of end-user computers; 
a second interface to a wide area network connection; 

detection logic responsive to the first interface, the detection logic to detect user 
inactivity at one or more of the plurality of end-user computers; aud 

blocking logic responsive to the detection logic, the blocking logic to selectively 
initiate a blockbag signal to selectively disable communications fiom 
beiflg sent over the first interface to at least one of the plurality of end- 
usCT computers in Ihe local area network while allowing communications 

PAGE 8/15'RCVDAT»21/200612:52:36PM [Eastern 



AU6.'21. 2006 1 1:4?AM TOLER SCHAFFER 



NO. 549 P. 9 



to be sent over the first interface to at least one other of the plurality of 
Md-tiser computers in the local area netwoiJc 

24. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23, wherein the user inactivity is 
detected after a selected period of time. 

25. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23, wherein the detection logic and the 
blockir^ logic is embedded within an auto-sensing Ethernet port. 

26. (Currently amended) A method comprising: 

establishing a broadband connection at a router, the broadband comiection 

including a first data connection between a local area network coupled to 
a plurality of end-user computers and a wide area network data 
connection to an internet service provider; 

detecting at the router t hat one or more of the plurality of the end-user computers 
in the local area network has been idle for a time greater than an 
inactivity threshold; and 

initiating a blocking signal at the router, the blocking signal s electively blocking 
data originating fiom the wide area network data connection from being 
conununicated to the one or more of the plurality of inactive end-user 
computers while allowing data originating &om the wide area netwoik 
data connection to be communicated to at least one of the plurality of the 
end-user computers that remains in an active state. 

27. (Previously presented) The method of claim 26, further comprising detecting 
resumed activity from at least one of the one or more of the plurality of end-user computers 
previously in an inactive state. 

28. (Previously presented) The method of claim 27, further comprising allowing 
communications fi:om the wide area network data connection to be sent to the at least one of the 
one or more of the plurality of end-user computers previously in an inactive state. 

P(«e6ofl2 U^.App.No.: 10/623.274 

PAGE 9/15*RCVDAT8m612:52:36PM [Easter 



AUG. 21.2006 1 1:48AM TOLER SCHAFFER NO. 549 P. 10 



29. (Previously presented) The method of claim 26, wherein the first data connection is 
an Ethernet connection. 

30, (Previously presented) The method of claim 26, wherein the wide area network data 
connection is a point to point over Ethernet sessioxL 
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